
 

 

 

Greetings All, 

 

Church, we have so much to look forward to this spring.  Beginning with, of course, the centrality of the new 

life resulting from the Lord Jesus’s resurrection; but what does this new life entail? 

 

“For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God. For you have not received a spirit 

of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, 

‘Abba! Father!’” (Romans 8:14-15 NASB) 
 

The crucifixion and resurrection remind us that we are no longer at odds with God.  In fact, we’ve been adopted 

as sons and daughters into a brand-new people, a brand new family, centered around our devotion to our savior, 

the Lord Jesus.  Truly we respond as disciples in faith by ministering to those around us but note that we do not 

do this out of fear.  We do this out of devotion.  Also consider the passage from 1 John 4:18-20: 

 

“There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear because fear involves punishment, and the one who 

fears is not perfected in love. We love because He first loved us. If someone says, ‘I love God’ and hates his 

brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he 

has not seen.” (NASB) 
 

This new life that we are called to…this being holy…is then centered around how we both interact with one 

another, and how we interact with the world around us.  We are set aside (which is what the term, holy, actually 

means) as a royal priesthood to represent the Christ to the world around us - that is to represent the One that 

died for all; the One that took the sins of the world on His own shoulders, so that we might be reconciled to our 

God.   

 

No, there is no fear in love.  Let’s not underestimate the power of the cross by turning back to the Law for 

justification and renewal.  Let’s keep our view on Jesus. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Mark   

 



 

Sermons in May  

May 7: Lord Jesus, to whom I commit my Spirit. Psalm 31:1-5, John 14:8-14 
Jesus promises that we will do greater works than Him. Why? Well, because just as Jesus acted to 
do the will of the Father, we too act to magnify the will of the Son - to glorify the name of our Lord 
Jesus.  
 

May 14 (Mother’s Day Sunday): The Sisters of Hospitality. Psalm 66:8-12, Acts 2:42-47 

Happy Mother’s Day.  Fellowship is held together by radical hospitality, and on this day we recognize 
the matriarchs - the ladies that hold the family together.   
 

May 21: The Spirit Arrives. Numbers 11:24-30, Acts 2:1-13 

In a turn back to the story of redemption - the story of God undoing the curse (Rom. 5), we look at the 
coming of the Spirit.  What did that mean, and how is that tied back to problems that we encounter in 
the early pages of Genesis? 
 

 

May 28: Combine church service for Memorial Day observation on the Plymouth Green.  

May Daily Readings  

 
But Jesus said, “It is written, „Man is not to live on bread only. Man is to live by every word that God speaks.‟” 

Matthew 4:4 

Day 1~ Hebrews 11:1-22  Day 2~ Hebrews 11:23-40   Day 3~ Hebrews 12:1-29  
Day 4~ Psalm 85   Day 5~  Psalm 86    Day 6~ Hebrews 13:1-21 
 
 Day 7 ~ Galatians 1:1-24  Day 8~ Galatians 2:1-21  Day 9~ Galatians 3:1-14 
Day 10~ Galatians 3:15-4:7  Day 11~ Galatians 4:8-31  Day 12~ Galatians 5:1-26  
 
Day 13~ Galatians 6:1-18  Day 14~ Psalm 11   Day 15~ Psalm 16  

Day 16~ Psalm 27   Day 17 ~~ Psalm 47   Day 18~ ~ Acts 1:1-11 
 
Day 19~ 2~ Acts 1:12-26  Day 20~ Ephesians 1:1-23  Day 21~ Ephesians 2:1-22 

Day 22~ Ephesians 3:1-21  Day 23~ Ephesians 4:1-16  Day 24~ Ephesians 4:17-32 
 

Day 25~ Ephesians 5:1-20  Day 26~ Ephesians 5:21-33  Day 27~ Ephesians 6:1-24 

 
Day 28~ Acts 2:1-21   Day 29~ Acts 2:22-47   Day 30~ Acts 8:4-25 
Day 31~ Acts 8:26-40    

                                                                                                                                        



 

On Easter, our choir blessed us 
with couple of selections. Thank 
you for your continued 
dedication to use your voices for 
the LORD.  Thank you to the 
many people who contributed to 
the flower fund for Easter. The 
altar looked beautiful.   

ALL IN THE FAMILY AT FIRST BAPTIST 

Prayer concerns: Please continue to check our bulletin for updated prayer concerns. If you have 
something we can pray about with you, please feel free to send us an email or give us a call at the 
office.    

April has brought on many photos for our newsletter. I am excited to show how much we 
have done the past month. With the work of many hands the church front looks very 
beautiful, indeed. Joel Fairchild and Ted Durley installed new flower boxes early in April. 
April devoted her time to planting new flowers, which makes it all so inviting.  Enjoy some 

pictures that I took. ~Christine 

MAY Birthdays 

Deborah Dellaquilla 05/09 

Faith Mbabali 05/10 

Jacob Copeland 05/14 

Eunice Johnston 05/15 

 

Steve Johnston 05/25 

 

Ted B. Durley  05/28 

 

 

Pastor Mark & Christine Copeland 5/04/2001 

David & Eunice Johnston 5/20/1961 

 

 

 

 

 

From left to right: Pastor Mark, Joel Copeland, Jacob Copeland,  

Ted Durley, Mary Rose, April Zdanis 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 23
rd

 was a special day for our 

congregation. Pastor Mark had the privilege of 

performing a baptism, but what made it even 

more special was the fact that Joel is his son. It 

was an honorable and special day for all of us to 

see Joel publicly display his actions of his 

inward faith. Praise God for his faithfulness.  

Pictured below is April and Pastor Mark 

presenting Joel with a certificate of baptism. Joel 

was also presented with a gift and some goodies. 

Thank you to all who came and made this a 

special day for Joel. God bless! 



 

Pastor Mark hands out 

palms on Palm Sunday. 

The children enjoyed 

handing these out to 

those in attendance. 

 

 

April brought on lots of opportunities for the 

children to be involved in during services. This 

is something to rejoice and give God the glory 

for these moments. Enjoy these pictures.   
 

Mary Rose shares the Easter message with the children on Easter Sunday. Mary states, “They 

were shown a cave to represent the tomb Jesus’s body was put in. When the stone was rolled 

away the tomb opened into a heart. The tomb wasn’t empty it was full of Jesus’ love for us. 

The children had their pick of cards with chocolate praying hands, chocolate cross, or a cross 

shaped lollypop and some bubbles in a bunny shaped container.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Baptism Sunday, the children participated during the 

choir selection “Lord of the Dance.” They held ribbons and 

waved them as they walked around the sanctuary during the 

chorus. Thanks to Julie for including the children.  



 

 

FBC Announcements 

May 4th-National Day of Prayer at First Congregational Church in Thomaston at 12-1 P.M 

May 14th-Mother’s Day Lunch (please let us know if you plan on attending). 

May 21st-Council meeting following Coffee & Fellowship  

May 28th-10:00 am Combined Memorial Day Services FBC, PCC & TCC on Plymouth Green 

 

 

Some Spring Reading: 

 

In this book, Tim Keller makes the Biblical argument for 

the necessity of forgiveness.  We cannot even function as 

a society without forgiving one another; however, Pastor 

Keller here does not argue for a horizontal reason to 

forgive, but rather a vertical reason - a Christian reason. 

 

Broken into three parts, Pastor Keller first defines the 

problem and the need in Losing and Finding 

Forgiveness.  He then defines forgiveness itself in 

Understanding Forgiveness, and then wraps it all up in 

Practicing Forgiveness. 

 

 

Community Events 

June 10th: Terryville Tag Sale at fairgrounds-registration required to 

grab a spot. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

***LOG INTO OUR WEEKLY ZOOM SERVICE*** 

     https://us04web.zoom.us/j/340047317?pwd=czlOQ0xKblp4MTJ5L3JxSHUxeWp1QT09 

           Meeting ID: 340 047 317   

 Password:  121098 

           ZOOM TELEPHONE LOGIN 1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 1 646 558 8656 US (New York)  

Meeting ID:  340 047 317 (follow the prompts)  
 

 COMING SOON!   

 

 

 Church website: fbc.ecucomm.ro 
 

Church e-mail: fbcp24@gmail.com 
 

First Baptist Digital Connections  
 

MOMENTS OF MEDITATION NOW ON PODCAST 

Listen to M.O.M. with Pastor Mark 

fbc.ecucomm.ro 

and clicking on the podcast link. 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/340047317?pwd=czlOQ0xKblp4MTJ5L3JxSHUxeWp1QT09
mailto:fbcp24@gmail.com
https://www.pngall.com/website-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


 

MAY 2023 Issue 

 A word from the pastor 

 MAY sermons 

 All in the Family 

 MAY Announcements 

†PURPOSE† 

“God calls us together; we seek to respond to His word as disciples of Jesus Christ by ministering to one another, to the community in 
which we live and to all humanity.” 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Baptist Church 

2 North Street 

P.O. Box 121 

Plymouth, CT  06782 

 

Church Office: (860)283-6181 

Hours: Tuesday & Friday 9:00 am – 12:00 pm  

Church e-mail: fbcp24@gmail.com 

fbc.ecucomm.ro 

Return Service Request 

 

   

The Record 
 

Dated Materials – Deliver Promptly to: 

http://www.firstbaptistplymouth.ecucomm.ro/

